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fieemen. of the province, had been personally present
ot such General Jsssmblics, and had consented to
and approved of the muking end enacting such:
laps™ - i

It has here been clearly shown that in the first !
attempt to establish a house of Burgisses, the .
freemen at their option might vote fora repre- -
sentative, or that, il they pleased, they could re-|
present themselves in persou; thus proving, tl'.at}
throughout the eatly history of this State, there |
was no inequality of, political right-, and that:
each freeman had ‘his equal and incontestable
right to participate equahiy with all the rest in!
the enactinent of the laws of the province.

This charter granted by Charles, whilst he'!
was desp .iling hisown people in England ol their :

“The separation of this Assembly into two dis-
tinct Houses, was confirmed by an act passed the
first day of their sitting. a copy whereof is hiere
inserted; and the lower house chiose Mr. James
Cox one of the Buigesses of Prouvidence, 10 be
their Speuker, aud William Bretton for their
clerk.

CHAPTER L.

“An act for settling of this present Assembly,
passed 6 h April, 1650. Be it enacted by the
Lord Proprietary, with the a.vice and consent of
the Council and Burgesses of this Province now
assembled,

“That the present Assemblv, during the con-
tincance thereof, be hela by way of U;per and
Lower House, tosit in two distinct Houses, apart,

iust Liberties, planted those sacred rights of free- ;| © g [
Just Lioe P N 5 ' for the mure convenient dspatch of the business

‘;::gt }::;:t;::tal?u:lifznég;:?eoéiﬁult:zml:rc:::e.gm ern ' therein to ‘ue cousuited of : Aud th.t the Gover-
) i nor and Secretary, or any oue or more of the
I would ask are the people entitled to less| Goycil, for the Upper House; and Mr. John
consideration now than then? Are we less in-i Haioh  Mr. Walter Beane, Mr. John Medley,
tellige:t than our ancestors were upwards of two 'Mr William Broughe, Mr. Robert Robins, Mr.
centuries ago? Are a republican representalive ' praneiy pysie, Mr  Fhilip Land, wr. Francis
governmeut less understvod or less uppreciated : Brooke, Mr. Th mas Maithews, Mr. Thomas
now than then? He hoped not; he.md uot be-! Sterman, Mr. George Manvers, Burges-es for
lieve 1t to be so, alithough many ou this floor hold | 5., Mary’s county; Capt Robert Vaughan, com-
a very different belief. {inander and Burgess tor the Isle of Kent county;
Having demonstrated that those who thought | vy, George Puddington, and Mr. James Cox,
with hin were not infovating ugon the pa-t | Byryesses of that pa:t of the county now called
but were only trying to restore tv the people their | pry.idence, or any tive or wore of them, f rthe
just participation in government as it formerly | |,ower House, together with the Clerk of that
existed. He would now advert to the second | House fur the time being, who shall Lrom 1ime
branch of enquiry, and prove conclusively thut: 14 tiine assemble themselves at the lim@md place
the single district plan which he now and hadfor ! ¢, be by the Guvernor, (or whomsoever of the
Jong years advocated, Was not contrary 100, buty Council ne shall, by writing under his hand, de-
in a .curdance with the early usage and laws of I pute for that purpose,) from time o time ap-
this State. X po nted, during this presest Assembly, shall have
In turning to another part ot the venerable old | tpe fuil power of, and be, two Houses of Assem-
volume of Francis Bacon, he wuuld show that! bly. to all intents and purpuses.
this system was adupted in the formation of the 1 ““And a'l bills which shall be passed by the said
first house of Burgesses long afier the settiemeut'| two Hou-es or the major part of both of them,
of the Maryland colony. and e acted or ordained by the Governor, shall
“Act- and orders, e‘nacted,\m.ade and ordered, | ye  Laws of the Province, after publication
by William Stone, Esqr., Governor, with the i thereot under the Hand of the Governor, and the
consent of the upper and lower Houses of AS-'I Great Seal of the Piovince, as fully, to all.ef-
sembly, at a general session thereof, begun the | fecty in Law, as if they were advised and assented
sixth and ended the twenty-ninth day of April, ynto by a'l the freemen of the Province persorally.”
1650. ‘ . 1tis piainly proven here that the district pian
“N. B. To this Assembly, Burgesses were sent | apnq the division of counties entered into the very
as delegates or representatives of the freemen ol yruanization of the first house of Burgesses as
the several - hundreds, there being then only two | wel| as regard for the population of the several
connties, viz : St. Mary’s and the Isle of Keut: hyndreds. Whdst St. Mary’s county was divi-
county; that part of the Province, then called i ded and represented by hundreds, some hun-
Providence, being erected into a county, by the | dreds sent but one member, some two, whilst
pame of Anndg Arundel, this present session, | §i. George’s sent, three.
chapter 8. The number of delegates were four-|  Thuys the plan which I have proposed and ad-
teen, viz: & vocate has this ‘high and ancient example to
~«For St. Mary’s Hundred, sustamn and justify it. The plan I advocate is to
St. Inigoe’s, . . . - I divide all the counties and city of Baltimore into
St. Michaels, . | single districts of contiguous territory as nearly
St. George’s, t equal in populatin as may be, aud each district
Newtown, . . . . !to send one member. The same principle with
St. Clements, . . . : some slight variation was proposed in the North
Kent lsland, Carolina Co.vention in 1835, by Mr Gaston—
Provide..ce, the most distinguished lawyer and #tatesmnan of
' tia: day in his States As it may be interesting
to this Convention to hear the views of vne who
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